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INTRODUCTION: 

"The Young Karl Marx" is a 2017 historical drama film directed by Raoul Peck. The movie 

explores the early life and activities of Karl Marx, a philosopher, economist, and political 

theorist whose ideas laid the foundation for modern communism. "The Young Karl Marx" 

offers viewers a glimpse into the early intellectual and political struggles of the individuals 

who would go on to reshape the world through their writings and activism. It captures the 

essence of their ideals and the historical context in which they emerged, making it an engaging 

and educational film for those interested in the history of political thought and social change. 

 

ABOUT THE MOVIE:  

Set in the 1840s in various European cities, the movie follows the young Karl Marx (played by 

August Diehl) and his close friend and collaborator, Friedrich Engels (played by Stefan 

Konarske). Both Marx and Engels are struggling intellectuals, passionate about addressing the 

social injustices and inequalities of their time. 

 

The film portrays how Marx and Engels meet and form a powerful partnership, driven by their 

shared concerns about the plight of the working class during the early days of industrialization. 

Together, they embark on a journey to develop their revolutionary ideas, which would later be 

articulated in "The Communist Manifesto." 

 

As Marx and Engels engage with political activists and thinkers of their era, they grapple with 

the challenges of advocating for their radical ideas. They face opposition from both the ruling 

classes and some elements within the workers' movement who are skeptical of their 

revolutionary vision. 

 

"The Young Karl Marx" depicts the intellectual and emotional struggles of Marx and Engels as 

they refine their theories on class struggle, capitalism, and the role of the proletariat in shaping 

a more equitable society. The film also portrays the personal sacrifices and hardships faced by 

the two men and their families as they commit themselves to the cause of social justice. 



 

Overall, the movie provides a dramatic and thought-provoking portrayal of the formative years 

of Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels, shedding light on the development of their revolutionary 

ideas and their enduring impact on the course of history. 

 

LEARNING OUTCOMES: 

• To understand the socio-political and economic conditions of the time when Karl Marx 

was young (early 19th century) and how they influenced his ideas. 

• To gain insights into Karl Marx's early life, education, and personal experiences that 

shaped his worldview. 

• To explore the evolution of Marx's philosophical and political beliefs from his youth to 

his mature years. 

• To learn about Marx's collaboration with Friedrich Engels and the influence they had 

on each other's ideas. 

• To examine Marx's involvement in political movements and activism during his youth 

and the impact it had on his later work. 

• To analyse the key ideas and principles outlined in "The Communist Manifesto" and 

their relevance in today's world. 

• To encourage critical thinking about the concepts of capitalism, socialism, class 

struggle, and historical materialism as presented by Marx. 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

1. How did the socio-economic conditions of the early 19th century in Europe contribute 

to Karl Marx's development as a thinker and activist? 

2. What were some of the major philosophical influences on Marx during his youth, and 

how did these influences shape his early ideas? 

3. Discuss the significance of Karl Marx's collaboration with Friedrich Engels. How did 

their partnership impact the development of Marxist theory? 

4. Examine Marx's involvement in various political movements during his youth. How 

did his experiences in activism shape his political beliefs? 

5. What were the key arguments and ideas presented in "The Communist Manifesto," and 

how have they influenced political thought and movements throughout history? 
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